THE  STORY  OF  THE   NATIVES
breast, he is reckoned old enough to be left at home on his
own, to amuse himself as best he can.
As soon as his legs can carry him, he goes to the taro
and igname fields* armed with a pointed stick; he helps Ms
parents to dig holes wherein to plant the sweet potatoes,
and poles to take their trailing vines when they start to
shoot. Eight months later, he will take his pointed stick
again, and help to. root out the twisted, fantastic-shaped
sweet potatoes, and beat the earth to fine dust again, to
prepare for next year's .crop. He grows up, wise in the way
of coaxing a livelihood from the generous earth—and wise
in the ways of men, because no actions are hidden from him
by his elders.
When the age of puberty arrives, Kake features in another
ceremony even more important than the nose and forehead-
shaping one. The time has come for him to be circumcized—
an act carried out - to the accompaniment of general rejoicings
and another pilou-pilou. After this he can carry a stick
about with him, as a tribute to his manhood. He can now
regard allpopinees—including his mother—as inferior beings.
Hints will be thrown out that it's time he chose a wife*
When he marries, there will be another great pilou-pilou,
and so on till the arrival of his first-born, when the cycle
commences over again.
The last festival arranged for Kake is one in which he
plays a passive part. In the old' days, it was rare for a
native to die naturally. Before the death agony set in, it
was usual for the medicine man to come and finish him off,
Sometimes the sick one even asked a member of his family
to do it, when he knew that death was near. To make siirc
the patient was dead, he was usually given an extra tap or
the head with a casse-t£te before he was interred. His leg*
were bent and tied together, and, trussed like a fowl, witl
arms bound to the knees, the body was wrapped in barl
cloth, and set in a sitting-up position, surrounded by presents
in the village burial ground.
In other tribes it was the custom to take the sick -out t(
the banyan tree and leave them there to die, but it seeui!

